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CURRICULUM MINIMUM CREDITS 

English (one must be in Writing) 4 credits 

Social Studies (US History, Civics, World Geography) 2 credits 

Science 2 credits 

Health ½ credit 

Mathematics (Including Algebra & Geometry) 3 credits 

Consumer Education (Seniors only) ½ credit 

Economics (Seniors only) ½ credit 

Fine Arts (Art or Music) 1 credit 

Vocational/Technical (Agriculture, Business, Family 
and Consumer Science) 

1 credit 

Physical Education 4 credits 

Driver’s Education ½ credit 

Electives 3 credits 

TOTAL CREDITS 22 ½ 

 

** In order for a student to meet the requirements for graduation from Cissna Park Community Unit #6 as 

set by the Board of Education, a student must have a minimum of 22½ units of credits; 18 units of credits 

must be acquired in academic classes. 

** In addition to the preceding requirements for graduation from high school, a student must pass an 

examination on the following subjects: The Constitution of the United States; The Constitution of the State 

of Illinois; and The proper use and display of the flag. 

Classification of Students: 

Sophomores: Minimum of 5.5 academic credits 

Juniors: Minimum of 11 academic credits 

Seniors: Minimum of 16 academic credits 



Exception from P.E. Requirement for High School 

A student in grades 9-12 may submit a written request to the building principal requesting to be excused 

from physical education courses for the reasons stated below: 

1. Enrollment in a marching band program for credit; 

2. Enrollment in Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (ROTC) program sponsored by the District; 

3. Ongoing participation in an interscholastic athletic program (student must be in the 11th or 12th 

grade); 

4. Enrollment in academic classes that are required for admission to an institution of higher learning 

(student must be in the 11th or 12th grade); or 

5. Enrollment in academic classes that are required for graduation from high school, provided that 

failure to take such classes will result in the student being unable to graduate (student must be in 

the 11th or 12th grade). 

Students may also be excused from physical education courses based on medical or religious prohibitions. 

Excusal requests based on medical prohibitions must be in writing and must include a signed statement 

from a person licensed under the Medical Practices Act corroborating the medical basis for the request. 

Excusal requests based on religious prohibitions must be in writing and must include a signed statement 

from a member of the clergy corroborating the religious basis for the request. Excusal requests based on 

medical or religious prohibitions will be reviewed on an individual basis in accordance with State and 

Federal law. 

Credits Defined 

A unit of credit is allowed for successfully completing a year's work (exception: music). Partial credit if 

granted for a semester's work. For example: when a student passes the first semester of an English class 

but fails the last semester, one-half credit is allowed for the class. A course meeting for one semester is a 

one-half unit course, and one-half unit of credit will be granted upon successful completion. 

Weighted Grades (starting with Class of 2019) 

The Cissna Park School Board approved a policy of weighted grades. The following classes will be 

weighted higher because of their academic difficulty. These classes include Chemistry, Physics, Math IV, 

Math V, Spanish III, Spanish IV, and any dual credit classes offered and taught at Cissna Park High School 

in the future. An example would be that if a student earns a grade of B in a weighted class it would be equal 

to a grade of A in a non-weighted class. Weighted grades will be used when determining class rank. It is 

very important the students discuss this new policy with their parents/guardians and Mrs. Whitney 

Zanardelli, school counselor, to make the best decision for the selection of academic courses for each 

student. We believe this new policy will encourage our students to take more rigorous classes and, as a 

result, they will be better prepared for college and careers after high school. 

Grade Point Average 

High School Music (Band and Chorus) grades will not be used to determine grade point average for high 

school students. This would be the same as for Physical Education classes at the high school level. 

 



Valedictorian & Salutatorian 

Valedictorian and Salutatorian students will be named after seven semesters. These students will give the 

graduation speeches. Any changes after eight semesters will be sent to local papers. No honor will be 

taken from any student already named. 

Honor Roll 

A 12-point grading system was established for the purposes of calculating grade point averages for class 

rank and honor roll. All students will have their GPA's for the purpose of honor roll calculated using the 12- 

point system. 

To be placed on the honor roll, a student must obtain a perfect 11.0 for high honors and 9.35 for honors. A 

student must not have any grade below a C- to be selected to the Honor Roll for that grading period (this 

includes Physical Education). Any student in all self-contained special education classes will not have a 

grade point average for the purpose of computing class rank. However, any student who is in special 

education, and is enrolled in regular education classes 51% of the time, will have a grade point average 

calculated for the purposes of class rank for the regular education classes only. All special education 

students will have a grade point average calculated for determining placement on the honor roll. 

Incompletes 

If an "incomplete" is not made up within 10 days following the period when such mark was received, the 

grade automatically becomes an "F".  

High School Grading Scale 

A+ 98-100 

A 93-97 

A- 90-92 

B+ 87-89 

B 83-86 

B- 80-82 

C+ 77-79 

C 73-76 

C- 70-72 

D+ 67-69 

D 63-66 

D- 60-62 

F 59-Below 

 

Change of Student’s Class Schedule 

Change of schedule will be permitted only with the approval of the principal. Students will have one week at 

the beginning of each semester to request a change. 

 



Semester Exams 

Twice a year in the high school, at the end of each semester, students will be given semester exams or 

final projects. These semester exams or final projects will count 1/7 of the semester grade for all high 

school classes. The semester exams usually take two or three days to complete. Seniors may be exempt 

from taking 2nd semester exams or final projects if they meet certain requirements as determined by the 

school. 

Early Graduation 

Early graduation is bestowed on those students who have attained academic excellence and have met or 

exceeded the requirements necessary for graduation as set by the Cissna Park Community Unit District 

No. 6, and the Illinois State Board of Education. 

It shall be the policy of Cissna Park Community Unit School District No. 6 to permit early graduation under 

the following guidelines: 

1. The student applies for early graduation prior to the first day of the school year in which the student 

plans to graduate. 

2. The student must provide Cissna Park Community Unit School District No. 6 with reason(s) for the 

early graduation. 

a. To obtain a head start in post- secondary education, i.e., two-year or four-year institution, 

vocational trade school. 

b. Hardship cases, such as a student needed to work at home. This will be left up to the 

discretion of the administrative staff. 

3. A student must have a 9.0 grade point average on a 12-point scale in order to graduate early. The 

minimum grade point of 9.0 will be cumulative grade point based on all academic courses for all 

semesters except the last semester of attendance. A student who graduates early is eligible for 

graduation honors presented during the graduation ceremony in which the early graduate would 

normally participate (4 years after entering high school). If the early graduate is a valedictorian or 

salutatorian, they will be given the title. The board of education will them designate an additional 

class valedictorian or salutatorian according to a student's class rank. 

A student who graduates early is eligible to participate in Prom and Senior Trip with prior approval of the 

administration. Approval is granted with the understanding that violation of any school rule during the 

school activity will nullify student participation in graduation ceremonies. 

Final approval for early graduation rests with the Cissna Park Community Unit School District No. 6 Board 

of Education.  



 

 
Available 2022-2023 Courses 

Course Credit Weighted Prerequisite Grade Levels 

Intro to Agriculture 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th & 10th 

Basic Agricultural Science 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th, 11th, 12th 

Foundational Supervised 
Agricultural Experience 
(SAE) 

1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th, 11th, 12th 

Agricultural Business 
Management 

1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th, 11th, 12th 

Agricultural 
Sales/Marketing/Horticulture 

1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th, 11th, 12th 

Basic Agricultural 
Mechanics 

1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th, 11th, 12th 

Advanced Agricultural 
Mechanics 

1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 11th & 12th 

Agricultural Leadership 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th, 11th, 12th 

Cooperative Education 
(Work Study) 

1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 12th 

 



Intro to Agriculture 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th & 10th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: This course provides an opportunity for students to learn how the agricultural industry 

is organized; its major components; the economic influence of agriculture at state, national and 

international levels; and the scope and types of job opportunities in the agricultural field. Basic concepts in 

animal science, plant science, soil science, horticulture, natural resources, agribusiness management, and 

agricultural mechanics, will be presented. Students will learn about FFA History, Structure, parliamentary 

procedure, leadership skills and public speaking. Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus. 

Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects 

is an integral course component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of 

academic concepts. 

Basic Agricultural Science 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Intro to Ag 

Course Description: This orientation course builds on basic skills and knowledge gained in the 

Introduction to the Agricultural Industry course. Major units of instruction include agricultural research, soil 

science, advanced plant science, biotechnology, advanced animal science. Applied science and math skills 

and concepts will be stressed throughout the course as they relate to each area. Improving computer and 

workplace skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised 

Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course component for leadership development, career 

exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 

Foundational Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Intro to Ag 

Course Description: This course is designed to establish, improve, and/or expand knowledge and skills in 

various agricultural careers. Students will increase their awareness of agricultural careers through the 

following components: Career Exploration and Planning; Employability Skills for College and Career 

Readiness; Personal Financial Management and Planning; Workplace Safety; and Agricultural Literacy 

(may be transitioned to Immersion SAE). Participation in FFA student organization activities and exploration 

of Immersion Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course. 

 



Agricultural Business Management 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Intro to Ag 

Course Description: This course will develop students; understanding of the agricultural industry relating 

to the United States and World marketplace. Instructional units include: business ownership types, planning 

and organizing the agribusiness, financing the agribusiness, keeping and using records in an agribusiness, 

operating the agribusiness, agricultural law, taxes, and developing employability skills. Student skills will be 

enhanced in math, reading comprehension, and writing through agribusiness applications. Improving 

computer and workplace skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA student organization activities and 

Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course component for leadership 

development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 

Agricultural Sales/Marketing/Horticulture 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Intro to Ag 

Course Description: This course is designed to develop student knowledge and skills in Agricultural 

Sales, Agribusiness Marketing, and Commodity Marketing. Instructional units include agricultural economic 

principles, marketing, and advertising, product development, sales techniques and strategies, 

communicating with employees and customers, managing risk, international agribusiness, and studying 

various agricultural companies and career opportunities. Computer software applications and the Internet 

will be integrated through data management, inventories, and accounting. Student skills will be enhanced in 

math, reading comprehension, communications, and writing through agribusiness applications. Improving 

computer and workplace skills will be a focus. This course is designed to introduce students to the 

horticulture industry and provide them with basic plant science knowledge that can be further developed in 

advanced horticulture courses. Major units of instruction include horticulture research, horticultural careers, 

plant anatomy, seed germination, plant propagation, growing media, pest management, hydroponics, 

identifying horticultural plants, growing greenhouse crops, and floral design. Improving computer and 

workplace skills will be a focus.  Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised 

Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects are an integral course component for leadership development, 

career exploration, and reinforcement of academic concepts. 

 

 

 



Basic Agricultural Mechanics 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Intro to Ag 

Course Description: In this course, theory and hands-on experiences provide opportunities for students to 

develop basic knowledge and skills in agricultural mechanics. Instructional areas include basic shop safety, 

hand and power tool knowledge, fasteners, basic fundamentals of maintaining and repairing small gasoline 

engines, basic electricity, basic plumbing, concrete, welding, construction, and operating agricultural 

equipment safely. Improving workplace and computer skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA student 

organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects are an integral course 

component for leadership development, career exploration, and reinforcement of academic concepts. 

Advanced Agricultural Mechanics 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 11th & 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Intro to Ag and Basic Agricultural Mechanics 

Course Description: This course will concentrate on expanding student’s knowledge and experiences with 

agricultural mechanics technologies utilized in the agricultural industry. Units of instruction included are: 

design, construction, fabrication, maintenance, welding, electricity/electronics, internal combustion engines, 

hydraulics, and employability skills. Careers of agricultural construction engineer, electrician, plumber, 

welder, equipment designer, parts manager, safety inspector, welder, and other related occupations will be 

examined. Improving workplace and computer skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA student 

organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course 

component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 

Agricultural Leadership 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Intro to Ag 

Course Description: This program provides advanced agriculture students with instruction on leadership 

and communication skills with a focus on opportunities in the agriculture industries. Topics will include 

communication research, verbal and written communications, journalism, mass media, agriculture policy 

and human relations. This will develop the students civic pride and promote community service. 

Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects 

is an integral course component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of 

academic concepts. 

 



Cooperative Education (Work Study) 

Credit(s): 3 credits – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Senior Status 

Course Description: Experience-based learning course for variable credit across disciplines. Students 

deepen learning, enrich resumes by applying knowledge and skills in a structured, career-related setting 

within the employing community. Also learned are appropriate work ethics, attitudes, responsibility, 

personal qualities, critical thinking, and problem solving skills necessary for the workplace. Measurable 

learning outcomes are written collaboratively by the student, faculty mentor and employer through a 

learning contract process. Co-ops students must work 15 hours a week to meet the requirements of this 

program. More information and details can be found at the following link: 

https://www.ilaged.org/courseoutlines 

 

  



 

 

Available 2022-2023 Courses 

Course Credit Weighted Prerequisite Grade Levels 

Business and 
Technology Concepts 

1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Business II: Business 
Management 

1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th, 11th, 12th 

Economics 
½ credit – 1 

semester 
No Yes 12th 

Family Resource 
Management and 
Planning (Consumer 
Ed.) 

½ credit – 1 
semester 

No Yes 12th 



Business and Technology Concepts 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: This course provides students with an opportunity to develop a business vocabulary 

and advance critical and analytical thinking in solving business issues. The goal is to provide a foundation 

in such general business concepts as: economics, finance, accounting, business law, marketing, ethics, 

and other business systems that can be built upon in future classes. Business is viewed first by examining 

national and global factors that influence its development, followed by an exploration of its internal 

organization. Students will analyze major components associated with the business functions of marketing, 

strategy, finance, accounting, human resources, and operations. In addition, this course allows students to 

discuss business ethical issues as well as explore opportunities and challenges of starting a new business. 

Business II: Business Management 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Business and Technology Concepts 

Course Description: The role of this year-long course is to give the students a greater understanding of 

the workings of businesses. The goal is to gain in-depth knowledge about how to create financial 

documents for businesses (accounting), analyze business ethics and professionalism, create websites, 

explore risk management and human resource management. This course has a focus on coding websites 

as well. Our goal is to work with actual businesses in our community to learn best practices. This course 

diverts from the typical classroom setting through projects and collaborations in hopes of encouraging self- 

awareness, independent thought, self-motivation, and a sense of community. 

Economics 

Credit(s): ½ credit – 1 semester 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Senior Status 

Course Description: The role of this semester-long course is to give the students a greater understanding 

of economics ranging from the viewpoint of the individual consumer or small business owner to the global 

economy. The course will study the law of supply and demand, forms of business, labor unions, 

government finances and influence on the economy, money and prices, inflation and deflation cycles. The 

course relates history and politics to the study of economics in hopes of encouraging students to look at the 

impact of various decisions on both a micro and a macroeconomic level. This course diverts from the 

typical classroom setting through projects and collaborations in hopes of encouraging self- awareness, 

independent thought, self-motivation, and a sense of community. 



Family Resource Management and Planning (Consumer Ed.) 
Credit(s): ½ credit – 1 semester 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Senior Status 

Course Description: The role of this semester-long course is to help students become informed 

consumers. The course will focus on understanding the rights and responsibilities of consumers in society 

and will work to develop responsible attitudes toward the use of resources. Consumer education works to 

develop a sound decision-making process based on individual goals and values by helping us use sources 

of information to help make consumer decisions. The course follows Economics and helps students 

understand the interdependent roles of the consumer, the worker, and the citizen in our economy in hopes 

of allowing us to participate more fully in the consumer aspects of family life.  



 

 

Available 2022-2023 Courses 

Course Credit Weighted Prerequisite Grade Levels 

Single Survivor 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th, 11th, 12th 

Foods 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Child Development 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Interior Design 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th, 11th, 12th 



Single Survivor 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Grade Level 

Course Description: This full-year course is to help high school students prepare for the future by 

developing skills necessary for success. Students will explore career options and personality development 

as they practice responsibilities of being a mature person. Likewise, students will practice communication 

and decision-making skills. They will study characteristics of strong families and develop strategies for 

handling family challenges and the responsibilities of building positive relationships. A second component 

of this course is managing finances and exploring what students will need to be successful in preparing for 

life after high school. Topics covered include purchasing and caring for a wardrobe, managing money, 

credit, insurance, creating a budget, buying a car, and exploring housing and living spaces. 

Foods 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: This course will lead you into the world of nutrition and food. You will develop skills 

for cooking at home as well as for providing food experiences for the culinary world. You’ll discover how 

some foods found their way to our menus and what influences made for dishes of today. Best of all, you will 

become your own personal chef and perhaps, you’ll enjoy a future career as personal chef to the elite. 

During the first semester, you will be introduced to the fundamentals of cooking including the following: 

Sanitation, safety, reading recipes, kitchen math, grains, fruits, vegetables, eggs, and cheeses. During the 

second semester, you will review basic sanitation and safety, continue measuring practices, fabricate a 

chicken and prepare 3 meals from that chicken. You will prepare stock, broth, and soup. Likewise, you’ll be 

able to cook fish, broil meats, prepare and share a meal from a menu. In the end, you will prepare a 

restaurant-worthy meal and attend the National Restaurant Association Show, at McCormick Place, in 

Chicago. 

Child Development 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: This one semester course allows students to learn more about themselves and their 

own development as they progress through physical, intellectual, social-emotional, and spiritual 

development of infants from conception through the first year. You will learn how different types of 

parenting styles and family groups play a role in development and in developing family relationships. 



Further, you will learn how what happens in childhood plays a significant role in adulthood. Your new 

knowledge will increase your skills for working with children and when the time is right, becoming a parent. 

Interior Design 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Grade Level 

Course Description: This course will show you how to transform plain living spaces into beautiful and 

functional rooms. You’ll delve into color theory, interior design styles and trends, spatial arrangements, floor 

plans, “green” design, and other basics. In addition, you’ll explore a range of interior design careers and get 

insider tips for entering this exciting and challenging field. As you master design skills step-by-step, you’ll 

complete your first project: a fully developed room design complete with spatial layout, lighting, and finish 

selections. Your new knowledge and hands-on practice will give you the confidence you need to start 

creating beautiful residential interiors for yourself and others. 

  



 

  

Available 2022-2023 Courses 

Course Credit Weighted Prerequisite Grade Levels 

Art 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Choir 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Band 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 



Art 
Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: During this course, students will review the Elements and Principles of Art and they 

will develop their problem solving skills as they work on creating an artwork that focuses more intensely on 

each Element and Principle as we move through the year.  Students will also be learning about different 

artists and art movements that connect with each project.  Students who have taken Art before in their high 

school career will continue to work on their understanding of the Elements and Principles with more 

challenging projects. 

Choir 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: In this performance based classroom, students learn to perform, read, evaluate, and 

create music through band and choir ensembles. For more information about our high school music 

programs, go to cissnaparkmusic.weebly.com. 

Band 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: In this performance based classroom, students learn to perform, read, evaluate, and 

create music through band and choir ensembles. For more information about our high school music 

programs, go to cissnaparkmusic.weebly.com. 

  



 

 

 

Available 2022-2023 Courses 

Course Credit Weighted  Prerequisite Grade Levels 

English I 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th 

English II 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th 

English III 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 11th 

English IV 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 12th 

Advanced Literature 
¼ credit – 1 

quarter 
No Yes 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Spanish I 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Spanish II 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th, 11th, 12th 

Spanish III 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

Yes Yes 11th & 12th 

Spanish IV 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

Yes Yes 12th 

Public Publications 
(Yearbook) 

1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 



English I 
Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: This two-semester course covers literature, non-fiction, poetry, writing, and 

vocabulary development. Our literary focus will be on analyzing fiction and our writing focus will be on 

composing narrative texts and writing poetry.  The novels we will study are Anthem, The Things They 

Carried, The Phantom Tollbooth, Long Way Down, Fahrenheit 451, and Of Mice and Men, and for our 

holocaust unit, The Devil’s Arithmetic.  We will also read the epic poem, “The Odyssey,” and 

Shakespeare’s play, “Romeo and Juliet.”  Supplemental short stories and poetry will be explored as well.  

When English 1 is split between teachers, students will be required to read the differing novels as a part of 

their outside reading during their sophomore year. 

English II 
Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th 

Prerequisite(s): English I 

Course Description: This two-semester course covers literature, non-fiction, poetry, writing, and 

vocabulary development. Our literary focus will be on continuing to analyze fiction as well as some 

rhetorical analysis of non-fiction, and our writing focus will be on composing persuasive essays and writing 

poetry.  The novels we will study are Ender’s Game, A Christmas Carol, and To Kill a Mockingbird, and for 

our holocaust unit, The Book Thief.  We will also read the play, “12 Angry Men,” and one of Shakespeare’s 

plays will be chosen from the following three: “Othello,” “As You Like It,” or “Taming of the Shrew.”  

Supplemental short stories and poetry will be explored as well. Outside reading for the sophomore year will 

contain assigned books that were not read in the freshman year as well as the novel, Monster. 

English III 
Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 11th 

Prerequisite(s): English I and English II 

Course Description: This two-semester course covers literature, non-fiction, poetry, writing, and 

vocabulary development. Our literary focus will be on continuing to analyze fiction and continuing to explore 

the rhetorical analysis of non-fiction in a more in-depth manner, and our writing focus will be on research 

and the composition of formal, argumentative essays as well as writing formal, structured poetry.  The 

novels we will study are The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Dracula, and Kindred, and for our 

holocaust unit, The Light in Hidden Places.  We will also read the plays, “The Crucible” and “A Raisin in the 

Sun,” and one of Shakespeare’s plays either “Hamlet” or “Macbeth.  These plays switch off every year. 



Supplemental short stories and poetry will be explored as well. Outside reading will contain two assigned 

books, Dear Martin and its sequel, Dear Justyce. 

English IV 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 12th 

Prerequisite(s): English I, English II, and English III 

Course Description: This two-semester course covers literature, non-fiction, poetry, writing, and 

vocabulary development. Our literary focus will be on continuing to analyze fiction as well as a heavy 

concentration in areas of analysis, rhetorical analysis, and the synthesis of ideas and text.  Our writing 

focus will be on the composition of a formal, analysis/synthesis essay.  This course also contains a full unit 

on media literacy, and one high school newspaper is produced through the combined effort of the class 

each semester. The novels we will study are 1984 and A Tale of Two Cities, and for our holocaust unit, 

Night.  We will also read the epic poem, “Beowulf” and one of Shakespeare’s plays either “Hamlet” or 

“Macbeth.  These plays switch off every year. Supplemental short stories and poetry will be explored as 

well. Outside reading will contain one assigned novel, The Hate You Give, and the rest will be each 

student’s personal choice.  Seniors do not have an outside reading assignment in the 4th quarter. 

Advanced Literature 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Must have a B+ in English 

Course Description: This is a one-quarter course held every year, and it is open to high school students in 

grades 9 through 12 who earn a B+ or better in English the year prior.  Students who have a high interest in 

reading and participating, but who do not meet the grade requirement, will be considered on a case-by-

case basis.  

This class meets before school once per week during the first quarter.  It is graded on a pass/fail basis, and 

students earn ¼ elective credit for each year attended.  Depending on the novels’ length and/or complexity, 

one or two novels are chosen for study during the one-quarter class. Students read the assigned pages 

and come to class to discuss them each week.  Most books have very minimal writing requirements. 

Some of the novels are classic literature books not studied in class, such as The Scarlet Letter, Great 

Expectations, The Lord of the Flies, The Great Gatsby, and Frankenstein.  Other novels, chosen for their 

socially conscious themes, are We the Living and The Help.  The remaining books and play choices are 

inspirational in nature, such as the play “The Miracle Worker” and the corresponding memoir, The Story of 

My Life by Hellen Keller, and Mitch Albom’s The Five People You Meet in Heaven and Tuesdays with 

Morrie.  Books are continuously being added and changed so that students will not repeat any of the 

readings during their 4-year participation in the course. Because of the early meeting time, breakfast pizza, 

doughnuts, and beverages are served in class.  At this time, the school covers the expense for this. 



 

Spanish I 
Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th  

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Students develop novice-level proficiency in speaking, listening, reading and writing 

through a general introduction to the Spanish language. They will learn beginning vocabulary and idiomatic 

expressions as well as basic grammar structure (pronouns, the present tense, commands, and some 

preterit tense). This course introduces students to the cultures and geography of the Spanish-speaking 

world. Themes include school, schedules, food, family, shopping, places, and daily routines. 

Spanish II 
Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Students continue developing proficiency in speaking, listening, reading and writing 

in Spanish while expanding vocabulary and learning new grammar structures (preterit tense, pronouns, 

progressive tense, imperfect tense, subjunctive tense, and future tense). Students continue learning about 

the culture and geography of the Spanish-speaking world. Themes this year include travel, shopping, daily 

routine, food and restaurants, movies, the environment, and careers. 

Spanish III 
Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: Yes 

Grade Level(s): 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Students continue to improve proficiency in speaking, listening, reading and writing in 

Spanish, while expanding vocabulary and learning new grammar structures. Students continue to expand 

their understanding of Spanish-speaking cultures. Themes this year include vacations, volunteer activities, 

expressing opinions, technology, wishes, and literature. 

Spanish IV 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: Yes 

Grade Level(s): 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Students in this course focus on improving speaking, listening, reading and writing 

proficiency. They will expand the study of Spanish through short films, literature and other sources. 



Public Publications (Yearbook) 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Students will learn basic skills to create the CPHS printed yearbook. This includes 

the basics of photography, camera usage, and compositional skills. They will also focus on layout and page 

design. Writing assignments will include interviewing techniques, caption writing, and printed story 

methods, including polls and surveys. A special emphasis will be on staying organized, teamwork, 

critiquing, editing, and meeting authentic deadlines. Assignments will be within the school and extend into 

the community. Students must get references and fill out an application prior to taking this course. 

  



 

 

Available 2022-2023 Courses 

Course Credit Weighted Prerequisite Grade Levels 

Algebra 1A 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th 

Algebra 1B 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th 

Algebra 1 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th 

Geometry 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 9th, 10th, 11th 

Algebra 2 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th, 11th, 12th 

Math 4 (Trig./Pre-Calc) 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

Yes Yes 11th & 12th 

Math 5 (Calculus) 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

Yes Yes 12th 



Algebra 1A 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Mathematics course of study in Algebra covering solving linear equations, solving 

linear inequalities, graphing linear functions, and writing linear functions. 

Algebra 1B 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th 

Prerequisite(s): Algebra 1A 

Course Description: Algebra 1B is the second half of the standard Algebra 1 class. While reviewing 

concepts from Algebra 1A, students will begin to learn more about linear and quadratic concepts, as well 

as, exponential functions and radicals. Graphs of all of the previously stated functions will be learned about, 

as well. 

Algebra I 
Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Mathematics course of study in Algebra covering solving linear equations, solving 

linear inequalities, graphing linear functions, writing linear functions, solving systems of linear equations, 

exponential functions, polynomial equations and factoring, and graphing quadratic functions. 

Geometry 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th 

Prerequisite(s): Algebra 1A/Algebra 1B or Algebra 1 

Course Description: Geometry is designed to go deeper into students’ knowledge of shapes and proofs.  

Algebra will be an important tool during the course. While learning proof and formulas about shapes and 

other geometrical objects, students will have to use algebra skills to solve for variables. 

 

 



Algebra 2 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Algebra 1A/Algebra 1B or Algebra 1, and Geometry 

Course Description: Algebra II is largely based on Algebra with some trigonometry to help prepare 

students for Math IV. This class will help you understand functions (linear, quadratic, and others) in a 

deeper way. Graphing and solving functions will be expected in most units. This class is more rigorous than 

Algebra 1 and Geometry. 

Math 4 (Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus) 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: Yes 

Grade Level(s): 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra II 

Course Description: Math IV contains a variety of mathematics such as Pre-calculus, Trigonometry, and 

Discrete Mathematics. Concepts from Algebra II will be revisited and are expected to be recalled without re-

teaching. A more challenging look into trigonometry will occur as well as Pre-Calculus to prepare students 

for Math V. Students will learn how to write, speak, and read mathematics while learning to apply 

trigonometric and Pre-Calculus concepts to everyday life. 

Math 5 (Calculus) 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: Yes 

Grade Level(s): 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra II, and Math 4 

Course Description: Math V will introduce new topics to students such as Limits, Derivatives, and 

Integrals. Students will expand their knowledge of functions as they student concepts such as limits, 

continuity, derivatives, Riemann Sums and definite integrals, antiderivatives, and indefinite integrals. 

Students will learn how to write, speak and read mathematics while applying calculus concepts on a variety 

of levels. 

  



Available 2022-2023 Courses 

Course Credit Weighted Prerequisite Grade Levels 

Biology 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th 

Chemistry 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

Yes Yes 10th & 11th 

Physical Science 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 10th & 11th 

Anatomy and 
Physiology 

1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 11th & 12th 

Physics 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

Yes Yes 11th & 12th 

SeniorJuniorSophomoreFreshman

Biology

Chemistry

Anatomy Physics

Physics Anatomy

Physical 
Science

Chemistry

Anatomy

Physics



Biology 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Life science and basic science skills from the cell to various kingdoms of life. 

Chemistry 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th,11th 

Prerequisite(s): Biology and Algebra 1A/Algebra 1B or Algebra 1 

Course Description: An in depth study of matter, atoms, equations and reactions appropriate for students 

who have completed the full algebra course. 

Physical Science 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 10th (Currently enrolled in Algebra 1B) 

Prerequisite(s): Biology and Algebra 1A 

Course Description: A basic study of matter, atoms, and how they all interact. 

Anatomy and Physiology 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Biology, and Chemistry or Physical Science 

Course Description: An in depth study of the human body systems and how they all interact and function 

together. Requires a lot of memorization and writing skills. 

Physics 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: Yes 

Grade Level(s): 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Biology, Chemistry or Physical Science, and enrolled in/completed Algebra 2 

Course Description: An in depth look at how the world works with forces, energy, velocity, acceleration, 

and Newton's laws. 

  



 

Available 2022-2023 Courses 

Course Credit Weighted Prerequisite Grade Levels 

World Geography 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Civics 
½ credit – 1 

semester 
No No 9th 

US History 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No Yes 11th 



World Geography 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: World Geography uses the Prentice Hall textbook and covers all 7 continents by 

using 5 themes of geography: location, place, movement, regions, and human-environment interaction. 

Civics 

Credit(s): ½ credit – 1 semester 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Civics uses the Our Federal and State Constitutions text and covers both the US 

Constitution and the Illinois Constitution. There is also a US Flag test as part of the curriculum. 

US History 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 11th 

Prerequisite(s): Junior Status 

Course Description: US History uses the United States History textbook by Pearson and covers US 

History from the Revolutionary War until the present time. 

  



 

  

Available 2022-2023 Courses 

Course Credit Weighted Prerequisite Grade Levels 

Physical Education 
1 credit – 2 
semesters 

No No 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Driver’s Education 
(Classroom) 

½ credit – 1 
quarter 

No Yes 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Behind the Wheel No credit No Yes 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Health 
½ credit – 1 

semester 
No No 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 



Physical Education 

Credit(s): 1 credit – 2 semesters 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Physical Education is providing students with skills and knowledge that they can use 

throughout their lives to maintain a healthy active lifestyle. 

Driver’s Education (Classroom) 

Credit(s): ½ credit – 1 quarter 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th 

Prerequisite(s): State law requires students to pass a minimum of 8 courses during the two semesters 

preceding enrollment in Driver Education. The student must be fifteen years of age or older on the first day 

of class. 

Course Description: Thirty hours of classroom instruction are offered by the district both semesters. 

Students are taught special skills needed for efficient and safe driving by the recognition of various hazards 

and the development of a concept of defensive driving. The need for communication and cooperation 

between drivers is emphasized. The textbook “Drive Right,” is used and is supplemented by films, videos, 

and other materials. 

Behind the Wheel 
Credit(s): No credit 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): Completion of the classroom phase 

Course Description: Offered to students who have completed the classroom phase. Students receive six 

hours of driving in a dual-controlled car. 

Health 

Credit(s): ½ credit – 1 semester 

Weighted: No 

Grade Level(s): 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: High School Health is a course that provides students with the health knowledge they 

need to help navigate through their lives. We cover many different topics including Physical, Mental-

Emotional, Family-Social, and sexual health. We also equip them with the knowledge to become health 

advocates in their communities. 

 


