BOARD OF EDUCATION – NOVEMBER 15, 2021
CALL to ORDER and ROLL CALL
The Board of Education of Cissna Park Community Unit District #6 was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bud Petry, with the following Board members and administrators present:  Mrs. Rachel Hurliman—via Zoom call; Mrs. Kristina Phelan; Mr. Michael Kaeb, Mr. Jason Edelman; Mr. Brent Neukomm; Mr. Mark Wilkening; and Mr. Bud Petry; Dr. Daniel S. Hylbert, superintendent; Mrs. Bethanie Marshall, Grades K-5 principal; Mr. Mark Portwood, Grades 6-12 principal; and board secretary, Mrs. Barbara Rust.
APPROVAL of AGENDA

Mr. Wilkening made the motion, seconded by Mr. Edelman to APPROVE THE AGENDA as presented.  Discussion.  Vote:  Ayes, all.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING TO ACCEPT TESTIMONY ON ESSER III USE OF FUNDS PLAN
Thomas Lynch spoke to the board about concerns he has on the potential approval of the ESSER III grant.  Several of the concerns were the possibility of more enforced mandates handed down by the governor with less control by the district; and asking the board to consider an alternative of using mini split air conditioning for the junior high classrooms.
Rita Moenck spoke of wanting the board and community to come together in unity.  We can agree to disagree, but that she hoped that unity will flourish at this meeting and to keep an open mind throughout the meeting while steering in the right direction.  She read Proverbs 13:11.
After the public spoke, Dr. Hylbert went through a list of additional information, based on facts.  Dr. Hylbert recommended that the district move forward with the ESSER III grant, but it was 100% up to the board.  After hearing concerns from board members, the following motion was presented:
Mr. Edelman made the motion, seconded by Mrs. Phelan to NOT ADOPT THE REQUIRED ESSER III PLANS (SAFE RETURN TO LEARN & USE OF FUNDS) DUE TO CONCERNS RELATED TO POTENTIAL FUTURE COVID-19 MANDATES AND TO DIRECT THE SUPERINTENDENT TO DELETE THE GRANT APPLICATION FROM THE STATE IWAS SYSTEM.  Discussion.  Vote:  Mr. Wilkening, No; Mr. Petry, Aye; Mrs. Hurliman, No; Mrs. Phelan, Aye; Mr. Kaeb, Aye; Mr. Edelman, Aye; and Mr. Neukomm, No.    Motion carried.
Since the board did not approve the ESSER III grant, Dr. Hylbert will delete the grant application in the IWAS system.
APPROVAL of CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

Mr. Wilkening made the motion, seconded by Mr. Edelman to approve the recommended action ON THE FOLLOWING Consent Agenda Items as presented:  V. Minutes; VI.B. Payroll; X.B.  Uphold Student Suspension; and XI.A. Approval of Amended 2021-2022 School Calendar to Reflect Emergency Day Used.  Discussion.  Vote:  Mr. Edelman, aye; Mr. Neukomm, aye; Mr. Wilkening, aye; Mr. Petry, aye; Mrs. Hurliman, aye; Mrs. Phelan, aye; and Mr. Kaeb, aye.   Motion carried.
APPROVAL of MINUTES

Mr. Wilkening made the motion, seconded by Mr. Edelman to APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AS PRESENTED.  Discussion.  Vote:  Ayes, all.  Motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORTS and PAYMENT of BILLS/PAYROLL

Mr. Neukomm made the motion, seconded by Mr. Kaeb to approve the bills for the month of November as presented:  Education Fund, $130,047.45; Operations and Maintenance Fund, $24,832.59; Transportation Fund, $10,102.39; IMRF/Soc. Sec. Fund, $6,110.59; and Tort Immunity, $3,448.00.  Discussion.  Vote:  Mr. Neukomm, aye; Mr. Wilkening, aye; Mr. Petry, aye; Mrs. Hurliman, aye; Mrs. Phelan, aye; Mr. Kaeb, aye; and Mr. Edelman, aye.   Motion carried.

Mr. Wilkening made the motion, seconded by Mr. Edelman to approve the payroll for the month of NOVEMBER in the amount of $155,818.79.  Discussion.  Vote:  Mr. Wilkening, aye; Mr. Petry, aye; Mrs. Hurliman, aye; Mrs. Phelan, aye; Mr. Kaeb, aye; Mr. Edelman, aye; and Mr. Neukomm, aye.  Motion carried.

HEARING of DELEGATIONS

Jen Feuchtenberger asked the board where the summer school and after school programs are to help the students.  Mrs. Marshall will address that question in her principal update later in the meeting.
Tom Lynch thanked the board for hearing his concerns on the ESSER III grant.  He asked the board to consider using Thomas Devore as the school’s attorney.  Mr. Devore would represent our school along with other school districts in Effingham County at no cost to the school district.

Brent Sinn voiced his concern over the mask mandate.  Students are getting sick and/or quarantined whether they wear a mask or not.  Students aren’t getting a quality education staying at home being quarantined.
COMMUNICATIONS

The board received the following communication:  FOIA Request from Local Labs—Panorama Education—and response from Dr. Hylbert.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Finance Committee – Dr. Hylbert

Mr. Edelman made the motion, seconded by Mr. Wilkening to ADOPT THE FOLLOWING TENTATIVE TAX LEVY RESOLUTION:

Tentative Tax Levy Resolution

WHEREAS, the Board of Education is authorized by 105 ILCS 5/17-2 to levy taxes for the purpose of providing education for the students of the district; and

WHEREAS, the Estimated 2021 Levy does not exceed 105% of the amount extended in 2020; and

WHEREAS, the provisions of 35 ILCS 200/18-60 through 85 of the “Truth-in-Taxation” law are inapplicable;

NOW, THEREFORE, Be it Resolved by the Board of Education of School District #6, County of Iroquois, State of Illinois, as follows:

SECTION 1:  The Estimated Tax Levy, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof, is adopted as a Tentative Tax Levy.

Dated this 15th day of November 2021.






____________________________________







By:  President, Board of Education









____________________________________







By:  Secretary, Board of Education

Discussion.  Vote:  Mr. Wilkening, aye; Mr. Petry, aye; Mrs. Hurliman, aye; Mrs. Phelan, aye; Mr. Kaeb, aye; Mr. Edelman, aye; and Mr. Neukomm, aye.  Motion carried. 
Transportation Committee
Mrs. Marshall voiced her concerns about the inconsistency of running 2 and 3 bus routes.  She would like to keep it to two bus routes in the morning and afternoon and to use Kevin Ferguson sparingly.  
Also on the topic of transportation, Mrs. Phelan inquired about the lack of transportation for football this past season.  Dr. Hylbert gave her a brief history of football transportation.  Almost every district has the same problem of employing enough bus drivers right now.  
REPORT FROM PRINCIPALS

Mrs. Bethanie Marshall, elementary principal, and Mr. Mark Portwood, junior/senior high principal addressed the board.  Mrs. Marshall addressed Mrs. Feuchtenberger’s question on after school and summer programs.  The district did not have the availability of teachers for summer school and after school programs in previous years.  Hopefully the district will be able to bring the summer school program back in the summer of 2022.  
Mr. Portwood informed the board that the School Improvement Grant would soon be coming to an end.  School sports programs are in full swing and there are four weeks left in the first semester.

Mr. Wilkening made the motion, seconded by Mr. Edelman to UPHOLD THE ONE-DAY SUSPENSION OF #25055 ON OCTOBER 15, 2021.  Discussion.  Vote:  Ayes, all.  Motion carried.
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
Mr. Wilkening made the motion, seconded by Mr. Edelman to APPROVE THE AMENDED SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL TERM TO REFLECT ONE EMERGENCY DAY USED ON OCTOBER 25, 2021 DUE TO FLOODING.  Discussion.  Vote:  Ayes, all.  Motion carried.
Dr. Hylbert informed the board that there were no applicants for guidance counselor and four applicants for elementary principal.  He gave the timeline of the interview process starting after Thanksgiving break.  
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Edelman made the motion, seconded by Mr. Wilkening to ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:30 P.M.  Discussion.  Vote:  Ayes, all.  Motion carried.


_________________________________







Board President

____________________________

Board Secretary
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